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ESTABLISHING MEDICATION SAFETY 
IN THE ICU

• Introduction
• Overview of medication safety
• Medication safety: Nursing’s aspect
• Medication safety: Prevention strategies
• Medication safety: Monitoring and safety improvement



Adverse events (AEs)
Adverse drug events (ADEs) 

Adverse drug reaction (ADR) or
– Non-preventable ADE

Preventable ADE
Medication errors

DEFINITIONS



AE ERRORPAE

ADVERSE EVENT
an injury caused by

medical management

ERROR
failure of a planned action

to be completed as intended
or use of a wrong plan

to achieve an aim

PREVENTABLE ADVERSE EVENT
an adverse event caused by error
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